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Over 12 500 students registered...and counting
The foyer is filled with chatter and laughter as students stand in lines to register for the 2020
academic year at NUST. Sounds of giggling and excited first-year students take over the room
as they talk about their expectations for their new university journey, while at the same time
anxiously anticipating what awaits them on the road ahead.

It has been a long journey for many. From
waiting for their Grade 12 results not
knowing whether they will pass or not, to
struggling to secure funding.
According to statistics provided by the
Department of Institutional Planning,
this year, more than 12 500 students have
registered to date, which is a significant
increase of over 600 students, compared to

last year during the same period.
Of the 12 500 students, there are slightly
more male students than females. In 2017, a
total of 11 922 students registered, majority
of them being male.
The following year, 11 235 students were
registered, with males still in the lead. As
registration is still ongoing, it is still too early
to tell if this trend will continue.

A student being assisted by a staff member from the Office of the Registrar.

made her experience convenient.
Third-year Accounting student, Ndakonja
Usiku emphasised how grateful he was for the
effortless steps needed to register. “I give a huge
thanks to the friendly staff that ensured that
everything was done in the right order,” he said.

Students pictured uploading and verifying their details online.

The smooth process
Speaking on her experience, first-year
Economics student, Daisy Silva, said that
in comparison to her previous institution,
registering at NUST was efficient and well
organised.
“My experience was one for the books. I was
blown away by how easy it was and how
friendly the staff were, especially with the
way they spoke to me,” she said.

Silva expressed that another highlight she
could recall from her experience was how
she received all her documents on the same
day. “Another thing I enjoyed was the fact
that we got our student cards and proof
of registration on the same day and some
of my modules were exempted on the
spot,” she expressed. Silva added that the
convenience of having all the registration
points in close proximity to the other is what

NUST wins more PMR Awards
Once again NUST has received recognition at the annual Professional Management
Review (PMR) Africa Awards. For 2019, the University received three Diamond Arrow
Awards in the following categories: Best Institution of Higher Learning; Best Institution
offering Executive Education; and Institution doing the most for Arts and Culture,
in Namibia. An independent nationwide survey is conducted annually, where the
perceptions of respondents are evaluated and measured, based on their customer service
experiences. The Institution has won PMR awards for 18 consecutive years.

On the contrary
However, not all the students that were
approached have positive experiences. A finalyear student in the Faculty of Computing and
Informatics, who wished to remain anonymous,
expressed concerns with some staff members
he approached during the registration process.
“Registration assistants need training so to be
friendlier when helping students register,” he
stressed.
Fall of the fees
During the registration period, the University’s

Management Committee of Council in
collaboration with the Ministry of Higher
Education, Training and Innovation agreed to
reduce the registration fees for all 2020 Namibia
Student Financial Assistance Fund (NSFAF)
applicants with valid NSFAF acknowledgment
letters, in half.
According to the Acting Director of the
Department of Marketing and Communications
at the University, Jordaania Andima the
reduction of registration fees ensured that all
tertiary students were awarded the opportunity
for education, with particular focus on the
underprivileged.
At the time of going to print, management
had made another announcement stating that
students owing up to N$15 000 will also now be
allowed to register.

Next @ NUST
1. NUST Career Fair

4. Collaborative Leadership

Dates: 11 and 12 March

Date: 18 March

Time: 10h00 (day 1) 08h30 (day 2)

Time: 07h30 – 13h00

2. Policy Predicaments Public Lecture

5. Awards Ceremony

Date:12 March

Date: 27 April

Time: 18h30 – 21h30

Time: 18h00

3. Leading Change Workshop

5. April Graduation Ceremony

Date: 13 March

Dates: 29 and 30 April

Time: 07h30 – 13h00

Time: 09h00 (both days )

Coronavirus Prevention Tips
- Wash your hands regularly with either alcohol-based hand rub or soap and water
- Sneeze or cough into a flexed elbow, or use a tissue and discard it immediately into a bin
- Thoroughly cook meat and eggs
- Maintain social distancing of at least one metre
Jordaania Andima, Acting Director: Marketing and Communications (left) and Dr Donovan Zealand,
Director: Student Services, receiving the awards.

Source: https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
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For of love of pangolins, student studies this rare mammal
A few weeks ago, wildlife conservationists around the globe commemorated World Pangolin
Day, a day set aside to raise awareness about these unique mammals. Back at NUST, Kelsey
Prediger, a Masters in Natural Resource Management student also plays her part in contibuting
to the body of knowledge about these mammals. She works hand in hand with Prof Morgan
Hauptfleisch, an Associate Professor in the department of Natural Resources.

Dr Hauptfleisch applauds the postgraduate
student for collecting valuable information
to help understand the species better,
for through knowledge, there is a better
understanding of the value of conserving
pangolins.
NUST Nature Conservation students are
playing their part in spreading the word
through awareness campaigns, coordinated

by the Namibian Chamber of Environment,
and the Ministry of Environment and
Tourism.
Currently, the parties are running an
incentive-based campaign to get informants
to step forward and report suspicious
activity, in exchange for a reward. The
compensation is however, only given if the
tip-off leads to an arrest.

DID YOU KNOW?
Pangolin scales are made out of keratin, which is also the same material that our
fingernails are made from.

Photo: Naun Amable
Kelsey Prediger, Masters in Natural Resource Management student, in the field.

As part of the university’s curriculum,
Prediger, along with other students
conducted field work at a lodge populated
with pangolins. For the purposes of
protecting the endangered species, the
students did not disclose the name of the
lodge.
Their study identified that though these
mammals are harmless many see them as a
threat.
“People kill them out of fear of not knowing
what they are. Also, there are beliefs that
pangolins possess spiritual or medicinal
value. These ideas come from traditional

beliefs that are not backed by any factual
studies,” Prediger said.
Dr Hauptfleisch added that this is rather
unfortunate, and explained that “pangolins
provide valuable ecosystem services
because they eat a large number of ants and
termites, therefore they play a vital role.”
Of the eight different species of these
mammals, Namibia and Southern Africa as a
whole, are home to the Temminck’s ground
pangoling and smutsia temminckii species.
They are found in areas which receive over
250mm of rainfall, a crucial element for their
survival.
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Report any suspicious activity of people possessing, trafficking, or selling pangolins or their
scales to the police. Call or send an SMS to 081 413 2214 or 081 423 2231.

He is back home - meet the new Dean in the Faculty of Engineering
Prof Johannes van der Walt, joined NUST earlier this year, as the head of the Faculty of
Engineering. Having worked across different institutions globally, he has decades of
experience in the engineering public and private sectors. His qualifications include a Bachelor
of Engineering, Masters in Engineering: Mechanical Engineering (University of Pretoria); and a
Doctorate in Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering (University of the Witwatersrand). He
recently answered a couple of questions for The Tech.

Swinburne University of Technology. After
15 years in academia, I was lured back to
industry and I had a short stay at Rio Tinto
Aluminium before I joined my most recent
employer – Gasco Pty Ltd, a company in the
oil and gas industry where I was the Principal
Thermal and Process Design Engineer. Now
I am back in academia, and back in my
homeland.

Q: What is your area of expertise?
A: My career so far has been a broad and
interesting one. My areas of specific
expertise are thermodynamics, heat
transfer, fluid mechanics, aerodynamics,
process modelling and process design and
natural gas combustion.
After working at Atlas Aircraft, I was
appointed Associate Professor at NorthWest University in South Africa. From there
I moved to Melbourne, Australia, as Head of
the Mechanical Engineering Department at

country, even larger than tourism.
In Namibia, tourism is a very significant
industry, creating many job opportunities
and resulting in large sums of foreign
revenue flowing into our country. However,
tertiary education also has the potential to
follow suit and this is an area that can be
explored.
Q: As the new head of the Faculty, what are
some of the areas you will be focusing on right
away, to contribute to the growth of Namibia’s
engineering sector?
A: Right from the start, the engineering

staff was quite open about possible areas
of improvement. Some of the most critical
issues are recruiting more staff, scaling-up
on industry engagement, renovating some
of our laboratory facilities.
Moreover, as a Faculty, we need to continue
seeking ways to deal with the inadequate
quality of Maths and Science of learners
coming from secondary schools. Lastly, we
need to enhance our efforts in coordinating
our research foci on areas critical to
Namibia’s specific needs.

Q: What brought you back to Namibia?
A: I have been looking for an opportunity
to come back for quite some time. I spent
25 years overseas and while it was great
seeing the world and experiencing life in a
few other countries, there is just something
about being in your own country.
Q: What lessons do you think Namibia can
learn from Australia, if any?
A: I think it is quite difficult to draw
comparisons between Namibia and Australia
as they have very different histories and
backgrounds.
However, tertiary education in Australia has
become one of the largest industries in that

In his spare time, Prof Johannes van der Walt enjoys paramotoring and paragliding. He took this selfie
above the Australian skies.
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