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NUST and MTC celebrate mutually beneficial partnership

Prof Anicia Peters, Dean: Faculty of Computing and Informatics (second from left); Dr Licky Erastus, MTC Chief Executive Officer and NUST alumnus (fourth from left); Dr Lisho Mundia, Director of Research and Innovation:
Ministry of Higher Education, Training and Innovation (fifth from left); Dr Andrew Niikondo, NUST Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Academic (sixth from left), pictured with other senior staff from the two institutions, celebrating the
collaboration.

technologies; ubiquitous and pervasive
computing; electronic engineering; cyber
security and forensics, and human computer
interaction.
“These areas are among the key drivers for
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) and
The MoU enables further collaboration in jointly, we will build capacity and assess the
strategic areas set to enhance research and impact of 4IR on our country,” remarked Prof
innovation, such as emerging and disruptive Anicia Peters, Dean: Faculty of Computing and
NUST and MTC have enjoyed a good relationship
for more than a decade and earlier this the year,
this union was formalised through the signing of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). It was
therefore, befitting for the two parties to host a
ceremony to celebrate this new chapter.

Informatics.
Dr Licky Erastus, MTC Chief Executive Officer
and a NUST alumnus, said that the event was
the inception of a journey aimed to enhance
customer experience through innovative
products and services that are in accord with
global technology trends, and as such, MTC
remains elated to be part of this community
where cutting-edge research starts changes

lives. Dr Lisho Mundia, Director of Research
and Innovation: Ministry of Higher Education,
Training and Innovation, echoed these
sentiments, highlighting that areas outlined in
the MoU are critical for building the economy.
The partnership back dates to 2009, when
MTC funded the FCI’s MTC Endowed Chair in
Information Communication Technology.

People, natural resource management and forests
The Tech speaks to Dr Jonathan Kamwi...
After working in the natural resource management sector in Namibia as a Forester and Conservation
Scientist for 17 years, Dr Jonathan Kamwi, now a lecturer in the Department of Agriculture and Natural
Resources Sciences, took a keen interest in understanding the forest ecosystems in Africa. He is
specifically intrigued by the Miombo dry forest and woodlands of southern Africa.

Johan Steenkamp, Hochland Tractors (front, right) and NUST researchers Dr Richard Kamukuenjandje
(dressed in khaki jacket) and Dr Ibo Zimmerman (dressed in checkered shirt), engaging community
members during a technical demonstration.

Biomass research in Ovitoto

Researchers under the Biomass Utilisation through Sustainable Harvest (BUSH) project,
recently spent a week in the Ovitoto communal area. The aim of the visit was to implement
the first phase of the project’s bush encroachment mitigation and technology development
strategies.

Bush encroachment is one of the key
agricultural challenges in Namibia. The
most significant consequences of bush
encroachment are reduced by carrying
capacity of affected rangeland, groundwater
recharge and biodiversity loss. In line with
this, NUST aims to further develop and
expand its research involvement in BUSH
matters in Namibia.
“The project aims to regenerate the
rangeland and enhance food security for
farmers through sustainable rangeland
management, livestock production and
natural resource conservation,” said Evert
Strydom, one of the NUST researchers from
the Faculty of Engineering.
The Ovitoto communal area is 62 000
hectares and it is not bound by title deeds.

The main source of livelihood for the 5 000
inhabitants is livestock, which averages at
56 per homestead, providing support to
approximately 20 people.
Training and demonstrations were also
arranged for various bush-processing
technologies during the week. “We are
grateful to Hochland Tractors and Baufi’s
Agricultural Services for allowing BUSH
to use their machines,” Evert said with
appreciation.
The BUSH project is a three-year N$ 3.7m
initiative, between the Namibian and
German governments, implemented by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry
and the German Society for International
Cooperation (GIZ).

Q. What is your research mostly focused on?
A. My aim is to understand the link between
people and natural resource governance,
the use of resources and interventions that
will successfully promote sustainable forest
management. This includes a focus on the drivers
of change in land cover and the modelling of
carbon dynamics in natural woodland systems.
Furthermore, the evaluation of the models used
for future engagement in forest management.
Q. Kindly help us understand the link between
people and natural resource management,
especially forests.
A. People depend on forests and forests depend
on people. Forests are important contributors
to the livelihoods for many rural communities, it
is thus important for them to use and manage
forests in a sustainable way. Unsustainable use
of forests resources is a function of unstable
livelihoods for communities.
Q. What is being done to ensure sustainable forest
management in Namibia?
A. Emphasis is currently placed on issues
associated with Sustainable Forest Management
(SFM). Chiefly, core issues such as natural
and artificial regeneration (tree planting) of
commercially exploited species. Linked to this
is also the issue of value-addition to forest
products, which is currently performing below its
potential. In fact, more forest products could be
brought to the market, which would contribute
directly to rural development.

Dr Jonathan Kamwi

Q. How to can biodiversity conservation and
the sustainable use of natural resources in
the context of global change in Namibia be
reconciled?
A. Firstly, the state of conservation of natural
resources and drivers to guide decisionmaking need to be assessed. Secondly,
the conservation gaps of protected area
systems in relation to their capacity to
protect biodiversity and carbon stocks need
to be analysed. Then, lastly, participatory
natural resource management tools need
to be adapted to socio-economic contexts in
Namibia.
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