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Double degree Marine Engineering programme commences
A cohort of 17 students have enrolled for the first-ever Bachelor of Technology in Marine Engineering, a double degree
programme at NUST. The programme was developed in partnership with the Satakunta University of Applied Sciences in
Finland. Upon completion, graduates will obtain a degree certified by both universities.

The aim of the programme is to improve maritime
education in Namibia by providing quality education
and training to build and shape the required human
resources capacity in the sector. This will enable
graduates to develop innovative solutions and
approaches that enhance productivity and efficiency in
the maritime sector.
A ceremony was held recently to welcome the new
students. “I believe NUST is the best Institution to run
this programme. Our curriculum is aligned with global
standards. This programme is not just important to us
as an institution, it is equally important for the whole
country as stipulated in the national development plans
that the ‘blue economy’ is one of the biggest aspects in
Namibia’s socio-economic development. It is a sleeping
giant that needs to be explored exceedingly,” said Dr

Samuel John, the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering.
The Namibian Maritime and Fisheries Institute (NAMFI)
is one of NUST’s industry partners, which worked closely
with both universities to develop this programme.
“We are very excited to be part of this partnership.
As partners, we frequently exchange ideas and views
at the same time appreciating each other’s strengths
and whenever we have differences, we try to manage
them,” said Tobias Nambala, the Acting Director for
NAMFI. He further added that this partnership will
equip graduates with the right skills to compete in the
global labour market.
The programme is offered on a full-time mode for four
and a half years, which includes studying in Finland and
undergoing Work Integrated Learning (WIL). For more
information visit www.nust.na

Young lecturer recognised for teaching excellence
Jennilee Kohima, a lecturer in the Department of
Architecture and Spatial Planning, recently won the
2018 Institutional Early Career Teaching Excellence
Award. She holds two Master Degrees, one in Urban
and Regional Planning from the University of the Free
State (South Africa), and another in Land Management
and Land Tenure from the Technical University of
Munich (Germany). Kohima completed her Bachelor
of Technology in Land Management at the former
Polytechnic of Namibia. She recently answered some
questions during an interview for The Tech.

Mwendalubi Kalinda, a NUST student, is conducting
research on the “Evaluation of Raising Long-stem
Tree Seedlings and their Performance under Dry Land
Agroforestry in Zambezi Region.” Kalinda observed that
despite the severe drought resulting in withered maize,
most of the tree seedlings planted on trial sub-plots had
survived and continued to grow. This includes over 90%
of the Moringa oleifera trees, of which the leaves and
pods are highly nutritious.

A. Honestly, this is a huge recognition for me, considering
the fact that I have only been at NUST a little over a year.
Getting recognition for my teaching techniques so early
in my career also means that I have to set the bar much
higher for myself in the years to come.

Salome Ngula, also a NUST student, is doing her
research project on “Comparison of Ramial Wood Mulch
with Cover Crop Cocktail on Dry Land Maize in Zambezi
Region.”

Q. How did you become passionate about teaching?
A. I was not aware that I was passionate about teaching
until I found myself in a classroom in front of students.
Nevertheless, my desire for teaching became evident
when I realised that I was eager to guide and mentor
anyone who approached me for academic assistance.
Joining NUST fueled this desire even more because now
I have students who look up to me every day.

A. My current research interests are urban informality,
land use management/planning, planning practices and
urban governance. These are based on my PhD studies
and professional affiliations, such as with the Namibia
Institute of Town and Regional Planning and International
Society of City and Regional Planners. As a Town and
Regional Planner, I would like to see a positive change in
the informal settlements of our urban areas and I believe
this can be realised through land use management.

Students conduct conservation
agriculture trials in Zambezi Region
Last week, two Masters in Natural Resource Management students organised a demonstration at the Liselo Research
Station in the Zambezi Region, to highlight trials of conservation agriculture. The trials, funded by the German Development
Cooperation (GIZ), are being conducted by NUST and the University of Namibia (UNAM).

Q. What does this recognition mean to you?

Q. One of the University’s mandate is to promote
research activity amongst staff and students. What
are your research interests and why?

Dr Samuel John, Dean: Faculty of Engineering (dressed in navy blue blazer), pictured with staff and students of the Marine
Engineering programme.

The ramial wood is obtained by cutting leafy branches
from nearby bushes and placed over the soil to avoid
plant roots getting baked by the hot soil. This retains

moisture in the soil and feeds useful organisms living
in the soil.
Commenting on the demonstration, the Officer of the
Directorate of Forestry in Katima Mulilo, Kamuhelo
Lisao, said: “The trials are impressive and we thank
NUST and UNAM for this initiative. It is evident that we
can grow forests and agriculture to assist in combating
climate change effects. My wish is for more farmers to
switch to conservation agriculture in order to reduce
land clearing for crop production. Through this, land
use is efficient.”
The students concluded that although the branches cut
from nearby bushes initially required intense labour to
carry to the fields, after the agroforestry trees within
the fields have grown strong, it will be much easier to
obtain mulch from them through ‘chop and drop.’

“

My desire for teaching
became evident when I
realised that I was eager to
guide and mentor anyone
who approached me for
academic assistance Jennilee Kohima

Q. Moving forward, what developments would
you like to see in Namibia in the years to come, management and what is required from us as good
particularly in the land management field?
citizens. As a nation, we need to understand that urban
A. I would like to see town and regional planners taking informality is a growing phenomenon that needs to
charge of planning and development in urban areas. be addressed and accommodated positively in light of
As Namibians, we need to become aware of land use existing planning mechanisms and regulations.

Zambezi Vocational Training Centre trainees examining conservation agriculture trials in the Zambezi Region.

Namibia Institute of Space Technology (NIST)
SHORT COURSE - International Space Law
Tentative Dates: 16 - 19 July 2019
Enquiries: E: nistcoordinator@nust.na		

Cost: N$7 000
T: +264 61 207 2539

The course is open to Degree holders with interest /experience in the field of space.
NOTE: Commencement of course depends on number of candidates registered.

Registration Deadline: Tuesday, 30 April 2019

Graduation Ceremony: 25 and 26 April 2019

