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“It is better to have graduates on the street” – Ndjoze-Ojo
The 2017 National Graduate Survey was launched by the
National Council for Higher Education (NCHE) recently.
Graduates from the country’s three tertiary education
institutions, namely, NUST, University of Namibia, and the
International University of Management took part in the
study. 1 035 participants, who completed their studies in 2012
and 2013, responded.

At the event, the Deputy Minister of Higher Education,
Training and Innovation (MHETI), Hon Dr Becky NdjozeOjo, highlighted that although the unemployment rate
amongst the youth is high, it should not discourage
graduates. She said: “It is better to have graduates on the
street than uneducated youth who are most likely to turn
to crime. A graduate is a trained thinker and chances are
higher that they will find innovative entrepreneurial ways
to make an income. We have to keep training as many
Namibians as possible.”
73 percent of the participants in the survey are employed
in the public sector. Dr Ndjoze-Ojo further addressed this FROM LEFT: Prof Lischen Haoses-Gorases, NCHE: Council Chairperson; Prof Kenneth Matengu, Vice-Chancellor: UNAM; Hon Dr Becky Ndjoze-Ojo, Deputy Minister: MHETI;
Prof Kingo Mchombu, Vice-Chancellor: IUM; Sylvia Demas, Deputy Executive Director: NCHE; and Himeesora Kaimu, Director, Quality Assurance: NUST.
and urged the private sector to up the ante on assisting
government with creating job opportunities.
with a Diploma / Certificate had a much higher rate parents. This indicates that investment in higher studies. Only 17 percent were not employed. This is very
The main objective of this survey was to evaluate the
of unemployment, compared to Bachelor’s degree education since independence has been wise and is now encouraging,” stated Dr Tjama Tjivikua, NUST Founding
quality of higher education by assessing the general
graduates who amounted to 11 percent. This implies that paying off. The employment of graduates in Namibia, Vice-Chancellor, in a speech read on his behalf by
impact of programmes on graduates.
the graduates with the former would be required to enrol three to four years after completion of their studies, is Himeesora Kaimu, Director of Quality Assurance at NUST.
This will be beneficial to government, and the education for higher qualifications to enhance their employability.
impressive. Four out of five (81 percent) of the graduates The event also marked the commencement of The 2019
sector in particular. Amongst the key findings, 32 “The results of this survey reveal that the level of were employed and an additional two percent were Graduate Survey, and further information is available on
percent of the graduates who completed their studies education of recent graduates exceeds those of their self-employed immediately after completion of their the NUST website www.nust.na

Awarding research and teaching excellence
The 2018 Researcher of the Year and Teaching Excellence Awards Ceremony was held recently on campus. Various awards
were handed over and amongst the key accolades were the Established Researcher of the Year and Upcoming Researcher
of the Year, which were awarded to Prof Heike Winshiers-Theophilus and Evert Strydom,respectively.

Winshiers-Theophilus is a Professor of Computer Science in the Faculty of Computing and Informatics, and a
pioneer in co-designing technologies with indigenous and marginalised communities. Strydom is a lecturer in the
Faculty of Engineering and his expertise is in bush and biomass utilisation, through sustainable harvesting.

H.E Jana Hybášková, European Union Ambassador to Namibia (left), handing an award of excellence to Dr
Tjama Tjivikua, NUST Founding Vice-Chancellor.

At the same event, H.E Jana Hybášková, EU Ambassador to Namibia, handed over an award of excellence to NUST.
She commended NUST for being a problem-solving Institution. She added that the EU seeks further collaboration
with NUST in areas of climate change, biodiversity, and natural resource management. The European Union (EU)
has funded a number of programmes at the Institution, in addition to awarding competitive grants, since 2001.
Furthermore, between 2012 and 2019, the volumes of capacity building and research projects, awarded to the
University, is estimated at N$150 million.
Dr Tjama Tjivikua, NUST Founding Vice-Chancellor, expressed his gratitude for the continued support. “The EU
Prof Pramanathan Govender, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research and Innovation (left), congratulating Prof recognises that education is an important enabler for economic development and NUST has benefited greatly from
their generous support over the years.”
Heike Winshiers-Theophilus as the Established Reseracher of the Year.

PUBLIC LECTURE
The National Commission on Research, Science and Technology(NCRST), together with
its partners, hereby wish to invite the public to a lecture by Prof Habauka Kwaambwa,
a researcher of the Faculty of Health and Applied Sciences at NUST.
TOPIC: Evaluation of antibacterial properties of Moringa species found in South Africa
and Namibia, and the development of seeds bios and filter.
DATE: Thursday, 14 March 2019
TIME: 18h00 - 20h00
VENUE: Namibia Scientific Society

There is a new Dean on campus!
Dr Onesmus Shuungula is the new Dean of the Faculty of
Health and Applied Sciences at NUST. He succeeded Dr
Sehaam Khan, who has since left the Institution, after
serving for approximately three years.
Dr Shuungula has the following qualifications: Doctor
of Philosophy in Mathematics (University of the
Witwatersrand); Master of Science in Mathematics and
Bachelor of Science Honours in Mathematics (University
of Cape Town); and a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics
and Statistics (University of Namibia).
Dr Shuungula, has teaching, research and administration
experience. Prior to this appointment, he was the Head
of the Department of Mathematics in the Faculty. His
research interests are centred on topological groups.

ENQUIRIES: E. gsimon@ncrst.na or jndjamba@ncrst.na
T. +264 61 4317022 / +264 61 4317014

“I will continue to uphold the mission of the Faculty
of being dynamic and responsive, through excellent
teaching and research. In addition, we are in the process
of developing postgraduate programmes and I would
like to ensure that these programmes are built on solid

2019 NUST Career Fair, 13 and 14 March, Lower Campus.

Dr Onesmus Shuungula

foundations that address the developmental goals of the
country,” Dr Shuungula said.

