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Vice-Chancellor’s foreword
The phrase ‘’stronger together” indeed holds true, as
the international reputation of NUST within Europe
continues to grow, marking critical developments
of programmes, research and various goodwill
engagements, this all thanks to the support and
cooperation with the EU.

Dr Erold Naomab
Over the course of two decades, the European Union
(EU) and related partners have forged an unbreakable
bond with the Namibia University of Science and
Technology (NUST), that has paved the way for highimpact developmental projects for Namibia and the
region.
Nestled on the long-standing cooperation agreement
between the EU and the Republic of Namibia, NUST
remains tenaciously committed to be one of Namibia’s
key development implementation agents. Working
with the EU, and like-minded partners, NUST is
focused on making a difference in communities and
participating in international collaboration to solve
global challenges. This celebration, therefore, provides
an opportunity to reflect on institutional achievements
and give us an opportunity to work with more zeal in
order to accomplish more.
During the 20 years under celebration, NUST has
traversed a long and arduous journey, shifting from
a polytechnic into a university about seven years
ago, albeit in the face of some dissenting voices.
Throughout these great and the challenging times, our
relationship with the EU never faltered, and the bond
and support has remained strong across the transition
of our various colours and shifting academic mandates.

The steady progression of the university in terms
of academic, co-curricular achievements as well as
social outreach has touched the imagination of our
nation and is largely reflected in the overwhelming
support and dedication of our international partners.
Facilitated through the European Delegation in
Namibia. Therefore, it is more important that the
University community recognizes the intrinsic values
nurtured over the years as well as academic and
cultural milieu, which it provides towards attainment
of our cooperation ideals. The students and staff as well
as partners, I believe, have been proud ambassadors
to act as agents of ushering in much needed change,
contributing towards national development.
While celebrating the Anniversary of our partnership,
we, at the University and its constituents, forming
an integral part of the University community, look to
the future hopeful to envisage more programmes and
constructive events which create ample memorable
moments that we can all be proud of.
NUST and the EU henceforth, usher into a third decade,
in which I have faith, that we will continue to dedicate
ourselves towards the cause of inclusive, democratic
society with respect for human rights and the rule of
law and, assist all-round growth and development of
the University and the nation at large, with particular
emphasis on research-led technology and innovation
advancement.
As you turn these pages, you will find that NUST’s
humble contributions towards the excellent
partnerships with the EU is reflected concisely
throughout the document.
The University community is therefore, elated to
celebrate this historic occasion with pride.
Happy 20 years of collaboration to NUST and the EU!

[2]

Commemorating 20 years of Excellent Partnership towards Development between the European Union and NUST

EU Ambassador’s Foreword
We trust that the current cooperation programmes
will provide a valuable contribution to enhancing
knowledge and skills for economic diversification,
including development of technologies and innovations
for agribusinessservices and renewable energy
industries. These are all contemporary challenges
in many parts of our Planet Earth, where adverse
effects of climate change, urbanization and population
growth require innovative solutions to every day’s life
struggles for many.
It is exciting to see the prospects of our joint
contribution to addressing some of these challenges
through the academic work done by NUST with the EU
and our Member States support.
H.E. Sinikka Antila
The European Union is committed to international
cooperation in research and academic mobility. We
believe that research creates opportunities for all
stakeholders to contribute to deepen and extend the
shared body of knowledge in the interest of sustainable
development, peace and security.
In this context, our recent engagement in Namibia,
and more specifically the Partnership with the
Namibia University of Science and Technology, spans
across many areas, ranging from Human Resources
development and Indigenous Languages in Culture,
to renewable energy, biodiversity, and agriculture.
Furthermore, a programme on EU-Africa partnership
on sustainable raw materials value chain is the recent
addition to our collaboration, a result of the EU-Africa
Summit.
The first EU supported project was the creation of the
NUST Hotel School (2002-2003) and we are happy to see
that it continues to provide vital skills for numerous
young Namibians, in one of the key employment and
growth areas.

It is also encouraging to see that NUST students
and academic staff participate and benefit from
the Erasmus+ programme of academic mobility. We
trust that with the ongoing cooperation and current
developments in Namibia in the field of renewable
hydrogen and sustainable raw materials value chains,
such mobility opportunities should increase.
An institution of eminence, the NUST has traversed a
long journey, which dates back two centuries cutting
across transformation from a Polytechnic of Namibia
towards the Namibia University of Science and
Technology. ssThe EU Delegation to Namibia is proud
to have witnessed and supported these transformative
years, wishing our Partner a long and smooth journey
of growth and contribution to academic excellence
in the interest of Namibia and world for human
development.
May our cooperation continue from strength to
strength, bringing together more and more Namibian
and European researchers and students in international
academic cooperation for sustainable growth and
efficient protection of our Planet Earth.
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Overview and Acknowledgements
The University and the EU are proud to highlight that their Partnership
is strongly cemented on the principles of collegiality and equality. In this
respect, the following notable achievements are documented over the
two decades:

Development
Focal Areas

Number of
Projects

Total
Value

Institutional
and Individual
(mobilities)
- excludes Hotel
School Investment

13

€ 12,707,766.67

Research

31

€ 34,271,045.60

Cultural

04

€ 4,793,880.99

Total

48

€ 51,772,693.26

*many of the projects are cross-cutting in nature, especially research projects
contribute both to institutional, individual and cultural development aspects.
Internationalization is at the core of the collaboration as such, the various
partnerships established over the period within the European Union Member
States, both at University and Industry levels, provide evidence of mutually
beneficial engagements.
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Partnership with the remaining EU Member States
could materialize under the Erasmus+ or Horizon Europe
programs in the coming years.
NUST and the EU Delegation are promoting opening for
cooperation opportunities with Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czechia, Estonia, France, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Malta,
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia.
A few highlights are provided for below under each
developmental area.

Collectively, the EU Ambassador and Vice-Chancellor would like to acknowledge all partners and national agencies,
who contributed towards the success of this partnership and collectively look forward to the next decade of
collaboration and beyond…
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Institutional Development
University Quality Exchange (2013-2016)

Establishment of NUST Hotel School (2002-2003)
The NUST Hotel School was the first project supported
by the EU in 2002. The need for a professional hospitality
and tourism training institution was identified in the
1992 White Paper on Tourism. The vision was that
this training facility would supply industry with fully
trained graduates who would be the future hotel staff
and managers of Namibia’s Tourism Industry. In 2003
the Hotel and Tourism School opened its doors to
the public and students and since then had a steady
increase in the number of enrolments and the courses
and programmes offered. Programmes are developed
and updated in on with industry to ensure they are
relevant to the industry. The NUST Hotel School offers
practical oriented courses, complimented by state-ofthe-art lecturing facilities and a fully-fledged Hotel.

The UNIQUE project focused on promoting European
initiatives to partner universities outside Europe,
with the main aim of providing common grounds for
academic co-operation. The main aims within the
UNIQUE project were the following:
• Promoting the idea of international collaboration
and exchange,
• Promoting quality in higher education in the
beneficiary countries in order to be directly
comparable with European standards and support
the university management in its introduction or
adaptation,
• Defining, collecting and analysing key performance
indicators (KPI) which are comparable to those from
European universities,
• Counselling the home university concerning
recognition of European courses, grades and
admission of incoming European students,
• Counselling international offices and outgoing
students in selecting high quality European
institutions for their studies.
Partners: FH JOANNEUM, University of Applied Sciences
(Austria), World University Service (Austria), Universidad
de Alicante (Spain), Voronezh State University (Russia),
University of International Business and Economics
(China), Instituto Tecnologico y de Estudios Superiores
de Monterrey (Mexico), Birla Institute of Management
Technology (India), Aston University (United Kingdom).
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Transforming the Polytechnic of Namibia to the Namibia University of Science and Technology:
Strategic Alliance towards Innovation and Management Efficiency (2016-2019)
The process of transforming the Polytechnic to a University of Science and Technology entered the final stretch
by an act of Parliament in 2015. In order to ensure successful transformation, the Polytechnic had identified the
need for external support and has therefore requested Flensburg University of Applied Sciences (FUAS) as a longstanding partner to provide support during the process. The objective of this DAAD-funded DIES partnership is
to support and facilitate this transformation process.
Based on discussions with the partners and their areas of strength, various focus areas have been identified
for this proposal: internal structure of schools, centres and institutes, human resources, quality assurance,
research capacity, industry cooperation and research and, integration of technologies in teaching, learning and
assessment (TLA). In each of these areas a SWOT-analysis was done at NUST and a benchmark visit to FUAS was
conducted. Based on this, lessons learnt were implemented at the NUST.
Partner: Flensburg University of Applied Sciences (Germany).

Strengthening of Collaboration, Leadership and Professionalization in Research Management in
SADC and EU Higher Education Institutions (StoRM), (2017-2019)
The overall aim of StoRM is to promote research outcomes, innovation and impacts. This will be advanced through
capacity building and professionalization of a globally connected and skilled group of research managers in HEIs.
This project will also promote collaboration and mutual understanding between the EU and SADC region. StoRM
established: a Postgraduate Diploma in Research Management and Administration (RMA) course for early career
research management professionals, an executive Masters degree curriculum for mid-career RM professionals,
and; a recognition mechanism for senior RM professionals who have already produced a portfolio of work, and a
vibrant staff exchange and mentoring programme, aimed at sharing good practice and developing RM capacities
across the different regions.
Partners: Bristol University (United Kingdom), Copenhagen University (Denmark), Kaunas University of Technology
(Lithuania), the University of the Western Cape (South Africa), the University of Namibia (Namibia), the University
of Botswana (Botswana), the Botswana College of Distance and Open Learning (Botswana), and SARIMA.
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Research Development

Building EU-Africa partnerships on sustainable raw materials value chain (AfricaMaval) (2022-2025)
The primary objective of the project is to develop a EU-Africa partnership ensuring a responsible sourcing
of mineral for the European industry while providing for a sustainable local co-development in the best
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) conditions and creating a long-terms business environment for
European and African companies. AfricaMaVal will focus on the minerals and metals presented in the Fourth
list of Critical Raw Materials for the EU1 as well as on Copper (Cu), Nickel (Ni), Tin (Sn) and Manganese (Mn) that
are particularly pertinent considering Africa’s geological potential and their critical status in the digital and
energy twin transitions. In this proposal, an “Extended CRM” list (ECRM) will be used. The mineral, financial,
environmental, social, institutional, and economical aspects will be studied along all the value chains to achieve
the project completion to reach these operational targets:
• Building an EU and Africa business networking on the ECRM value chains.
• Developing a strategy on the integration of identified and emerging EU and African raw materials value chains
for the energy and digital transition.
• Assessing responsible investment opportunities.
Partners: Bureau de Recherches Geologiques et Minieres, (France), EIT raw materials gmbh, (Germany),
Bundesanstalt fuer Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe (Germany), Association of Women In Mining in Africa
(AWIMA) (Ghana), LGI Sustainable Innovation (France), International Raw Materials Observatory AISBL (Belgium),
[8]

Commemorating 20 years of Excellent Partnership towards Development between the European Union and NUST

Southern African-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry (South Africa), Eurogeosurveys - EGS, (Belgium),
Minerals Africa Development Institution (Uganda), Laboratorio Nacional de Energia e Geologia i.p. (Spain)

Designing Conservational Technologies for Iona-Skeleton Coast TFCA (Angola-Namibia) (2018-2021)
To strengthen cross-border management and wildlife law enforcement by co-designing and implementing
conservation monitoring technologies with park authorities and communities within the Iona-Skeleton Coast
transfrontier area. The SCIONA project builds on the Namibian experiences with community involvement in
ecotourism and conservation. Namibia has been at the forefront of devolving natural resource management
authority to the local communities through the legally mandated Community-based Natural Resource
Management (CBNRM) programme.
Partners: Higher Institute of Education Sciences of Huíla (Angola)

Revenue Diversification Pathways in Africa through Bio-Based and Circular Agricultural Innovations
(DIVAGRI) (2021-2025)
The project aims to develop and pilot new bio-based solutions in South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Mozambique
and Ghana, including: the novel clay-based micro-irrigation system “SLECI”, low-tech, mobile kilns for biochar
production, mobile integrated bio refineries for conversion of agricultural wastes to bioenergy and high-value
chemicals (e.g. colorants, fragrances, antioxidants) and, solar saltwater desalination greenhouses.
DIVAGRI will build capacity for:
• The assembly and use of developed technologies,
• Diverse regenerative agricultural systems for ecosystem and soil restoration, and enhanced yields,
• Nature-based solutions for safe, nutrient-rich wastewater Reuse DIVAGRI will work with cooperatives and codevelop collaborative business models to process and market new value-added products. The project will also
connect supply to demand across regions.
Partners: Hochschule Wismar (Germany), Stellenbosch University (South Africa), Agricultural Research Council
(South Africa), Botswana University of Agriculture & Natural Resources (Botswana), National Agricultural Research
& Development Institute (Botswana), University of Cape Coast (Ghana), Council for Scientific & Industrial Research
(Ghana), Instituto Superior Politécnico de Manica (Mozambique), Asociacion de la Industria Navarra (Spain), Cyril
and Methodius University in Skopje (Republic of North Madeconia), FH Joanneum GmbH (Austria), alchemia-nova
GmbH (Austria), Society for the Rural Integration & Development in Africa SORIDA e.V. (Germany).

Innovative Large-Scale Production of Affordable Clean Burning Solid Biofuel and Water in Southern
Africa: transforming bush encroachment from a problem into a secure and sustainable energy source
(STEAMBIO AFRICA) (2021-2024)
SteamBioAfrica will demonstrate superheated steam processing of invasive woody biomass into clean burning
biofuel and water in rural Namibia. Operating at an industrially relevant scale (250kg/hour throughput) for over
[9]
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one year, SteamBioAfrica will validate this biofuel with domestic and industrial customers in Namibia, Botswana,
and South Africa. SteamBioAfrica will prepare sustainable and inclusive business plans to justify post project
investment in large scale replication that will result in economic impact, and jobs across the region. The objective
will be to validate the superheated steam biomass processing as viable and sustainable source of large scale,
clean burning, secure and affordable energy across Southern Africa.
Partners: Fraunhofer Institute for Interfacial Engineering and Biotechnology IGB (Germany), Heckmann Metallund Maschinenbau GmbH (Germany), Network New Europe Limited (United Kingdom), Comercial e Industrial
Aries (Spain), Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet (Sweden), Fundacion CIRCE (Spain), University of Strathclyde (United
Kingdom), Normag Labor- und Prozesstechnik GmbH (Germany), Urbion (Spain), Manrochem (United Kingdom).

Smart Energy Solutions Africa (SESA) (2021-2024)
Overall objective: Provide innovative energy access
technologies and business models that are easily
replicable and generate local opportunities for economic
development and social cohesion. Through SESA,
NUST will enable and support the co-development,
introduction and integration of unconventional energy
alternatives to under-resourced and remote rural sites
in Namibia which are cut from the national energy
supply grid. Furthermore, off-grid energy solutions
will be enhanced through information access provided
at local InfoSpots, which NUST will play a pivotal
role in implementing. Equally, NUST will support and
coordinate local entrepreneurs in the implementation,
deployment and commercialization of context
appropriate green technologies, as well as link local
entrepreneurs to European partners as part of longterm collaborations.
Selected Partners: Iclei european secretariat (Italy),
Aalborg University (Denmark), Akenten Appiah-Menka
University of Skills Training and Entrepreneurial
Development (Ghana), Stiftelsen Basic Internet
(Norway), Blekinge Technical University (Sweden), Elico
Foundation (Tanzania), Green energy park (Morocco),
Going Green (Malawi), Technical University Berlin
(Germany), Siemens Foundation (Germany), Cenex
Foundation (The Netherlands), University of Rwanda
(Rwanda), Denmark Technical University, Denmark).

Southern African Sustainable Energy Initiative
(SASEI), (2013-2016)
The objective of this project is to provide a regional
platform for knowledge sharing and thereby integrate
and coordinate regional initiatives in the field of
sustainable energy, support capacity development
through joint curriculum or cooperative development
of graduate and under-graduate course modules and
programmes that focus on sustainable energy systems.
Partners: National University of Lesotho (Lesotho),
University of Botswana (Botswana), Hochschule
Darmstadt - University of Applied Sciences (Germany)
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Programme on Energy Efficiency in Southern Africa (PEESA), (2013-2016)
The PEESA project intends to increase the number of highly qualified professionals in regenerative energy
and to improve the quality of the higher education. The overall objective is to ensure that the African partner
universities advance the curricula and reach the global standards for engineering education. A Master shall be
designed and implemented at Cape Peninsula University of Technology, Polytechnic of Namibia, Vaal University
of Technology and Tshwane University of Technology according to EU quality requirements. In addition a “train
the trainer” online program for preparation of future teachers will be designed and implemented with a quality
assurance system aligned to EU quality standards. Lead partner is the Wismar University of Applied Sciences.
The Centre for Business and Technology in Africa is responsible for project controlling, quality assurance and the
design of specialized courses.
Partners: Wismar University of Applied Sciences, Business and Technology (Germany), University of Applied
Sciences Jena, (Germany), University of Applied Sciences Flensburg (Germany), Cape Peninsula University of
Technology (South Africa), Tshwane University of Technology (South Africa), Vaal University of Technology (South
Africa).

Participatory Integrated Assessment of Energy Systems to promote Energy Access and Efficiency
(PARTICIPIA), (2013-2016)
PARTICIPIA specifically aims at developing and implementing innovative and competitive Master modules
and/or programs in Participatory Integrated Assessment of Renewable Energy Systems in the ACP-member
states Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa. In this way, the action seeks to foster access to alternative energy
technologies and their efficient utilization in different socio-economic and geographical contexts in Southern
Africa.
Partners: Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (Spain), University of Bergen (Norway), Stellenbosch University
(South Africa), University of Botswana (Botswana).

Adaptation of Agriculture to Climate Change in Northern Namibia (2016-2019)
The Project focused on a pilot study to test the viability and compatibility of the Conservation Agriculture (CA) at
grass root level. This Project received funding from the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) through Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).
Partners: Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry (Namibia)

Bush control and Biomass utilization (2018-2021)
The project’s objective was to promote the economic utilization of biomass from controlled bush thinning of
rangelands through value chains developments and technology transfer as well as creative a conducive enabling
environment for bush control in Namibia. This Project received funding from the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) through Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ).
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Teaching and Learning Development

Centre for Sustainable Energies and
Entrepeneurship in the Global South (SEED
CENTRE) (2020-2024)

Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (Ghana),
Makerere University (Uganda), Pontificia Universidad
Católica del Perú (Peru).

The provision of modern, clean energy services to
remote rural villages in Namibia has the potential
to improve the livelihoods of entire communities.
The SEED Centre project aims to contribute to the
development of these communities by setting up living
labs for people without access to electricity. As the
same time, it will build capacity at NUST by initiating
collaborative research and teaching in the field of
sustainable energy and entrepreneurship.

Strengthening African Higher Education through
Academic Mobility (STREAM) (2011-2016)

Partners: Bahir Dar University (Ethiopia), Bandung
Institute of Technology (Indonesia), Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay (India), Jomo Kenyatta University
of Agriculture and Technology (Kenya), Kwame

The Intra-ACP mobility scheme aimed at a broad
academic and cultural as well as geographically diverse
exchange between higher education institutions
in African countries, building on the results of the
outcomes and recommendations of “Access to Success:
Fostering Trust and Exchange between Europe and
Africa (2008-2010)”. The overall objective was to
promote high-quality education for students and
young academics and to increase access to higher
education in general. The consortium, comprising of
eight African Higher Education Institutions (HEIs),
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chosen based on thorough analysis of their academic strengths and diversity of post graduate studies on offer;
one technical partner and three associates, aimed at strengthening inter-institutional collaboration to make way
for quality higher education collaboration.
Partners: University of Buea (Cameroon), University of the Free State (South Africa), North-West University
(South Africa), Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (Ghana), Makerere University (Uganda),
Ardhi University (Tanzania).

Fostering Research and Intra-Africa Knowledge
Transfer through Mobility and Education
(FRAME) (2020-2025)
The project aims to enhance human capital
development in Africa, while strengthening intraAfrican collaboration. The skills and competences of
students and staff will be improved through enhanced
mobility between African countries. The specific
objective is to implement Master’s, Doctoral level and
staff mobilities via a strong graduate research and
studies programme (GRSP) on Food, Energy, and Water
Security (F.E.W.S) with a suite of academic programmes
at the partner institutions. Strengthening cooperation
between Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in Africa
will increase access to quality education and will
encourage and enable African students to undertake
postgraduate studies in the African continent in the
area of Food, Energy and Water Security.
Partners: University of Buea (Cameroon), Hawassa
University (Ethiopia), University of the Free State
(South Africa), University of Twente (the Netherlands),
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology
(Ghana), Namibia Qualifications Authority (Namibia).

Improving the Maritime Education in Namibia
(2013-2015) and (2017-2020)
With the aim to improve the maritime education of
Namibia on the higher educational level of Namibia
and on the level that that can be approved by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), NUST
implemented two Projects with funding from the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) of Finland. The
Maritime Engineering Double Degree program’s
curriculum (STCW III /2) was developed and approved
by NUST senate and is being implemented.
Partners: Satakunta University of Applied Sciences
(Finland), Namibian Maritime and Fisheries Institute
(Namibia).
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Cultural Development

Revitalization of indigenous languages to preserve culture (P3ICL) (2018-2021)
THE P3ICL Project is aimed at protecting, preserving and promoting Indigenous languages and culture. It focuses
on endangered dialects among the Owambo, Ovaherero and Khoe-Khoe indigenous groups producing a repository
of cultural expressions like proverbs, folk-tales and other scientific and non-scientific awareness raising products
with the view to influencing national policies in its quest for promoting cultural unity in diversity in Namibia.

Participatory Tools for Human Development with the Youth (PARTY) (2015-2019)
The objective of the research and innovation staff exchange project is to contribute to solving the issues related to
the youth unemployment in developing countries by developing participatory tools for human development that
enable transformational change for the youth. Based on a service design approach, the project will provide tools
for the marginalized youth suitable for daily use, enhancing regional democracy, increasing equal opportunities,
and contributing to human and service development with a particular target group: the San people, in the
Northern Cape Province of South Africa and in the Omaheke region in Namibia.
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Partners: University of Lapland, ULAP (Finland), University of Leeds (United Kingdom), PACO Design Collaborative
(Italy), Cape Peninsula University of Technology (South Africa), South African San Institute (SASI), International
Committee for the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, (Switzerland)

Network for Energy Efficient Development (NEED) (2014-2017)
To interlink initiatives, research institutions, small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) as well as national and
local public decision-makers in the area of Renewable Energy Technologies to contribute to a wider acceptance
and application of renewable energies within Southern African societies.
Partners: Ingolstadt University of Applied Sciences (Germany), Botswana International University of Science and
Technology (Botswana), University of Zambia (Zambia), Okavango Research Institute (Namibia)

The Next 20 years….and beyond

The future is green as such much of the collaboration henceforth will aim at further development in the Green
and Bio economy space, as well as the Blue economy, especially in light of the recent development in the oil and
gas industry.
Furthermore, the University in collaboration with the EU and strategic partners will also explore engagement
in Science Technovation Parks (STPs), which can contribute significantly to achieving Inclusive and Sustainable
Industrial Development (ISID) and other industrial-related targets of the 2030 Agenda by promoting innovationdriven economic development. The major achievement in this respect would be the role of STPs in strengthening
regional, international and sectoral innovation ecosystems and promoting closer linkages between two distinct
and usually separated economies: science and research institutions and industry. By leveraging the synergies of
several actors and the potential of the 4IR, STPs facilitate the commercialization of technologies and innovations
locally developed, including “green” solutions, which contribute to accelerating the transition from a linear
economy towards a circular economy.
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