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Media Release: SARSA Conference 2026 Underway at NUST as Regional Science Takes Centre Stage

Regional development is taking centre stage at the Namibia University of Science and Technology (NUST) as
the fourth Southern Africa Regional Science Association (SARSA) Conference officially opened this morning in
Windhoek.

Over the next three days, delegates from across Southern Africa and beyond will engage in high-level
discussions on some of the region’s most pressing challenges and opportunities, including urbanisation,
climate change, inequality, migration, governance, land administration, technology, artificial intelligence, and
sustainable growth.

A major milestone was also celebrated during the opening ceremony, as SARSA was recently officially ratified
as an affiliate of the Regional Science Association International (RSAI), strengthening its role in advancing
regional science on the global stage.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, His Worship Cllr Sakarias Uunona, Mayor of Windhoek, highlighted the
City’s longstanding partnership with NUST, saying: “The City of Windhoek is proud to enjoy a strong and
longstanding partnership with NUST through a Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2019.”

Delivering the welcoming remarks on behalf of Acting Vice-Chancellor Prof Andrew Niikondo, Prof Harmony
Musiyarira, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment, emphasised the
importance of the conference in driving meaningful impact beyond academia. “This conference is more than
an academic gathering. It is a platform to build partnerships, exchange ideas, and ensure research contributes
directly to society,” he said.

The conference brings together researchers, policymakers, practitioners, and stakeholders committed to
advancing practical solutions for a more inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Southern African Development
Community (SADC) region.

NUST is proud to host this important regional platform and looks forward to three days of bold conversations,
fresh perspectives, and actionable ideas that will contribute to sustainable development across the region.
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